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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Open forums scheduled for presidential search 
The Board of Trustees named the Presidential 
Search Committee (PSC) and chose Donna K. 
Brooks as chair at a special meeting on 
January 6. The meeting followed within days 
of the announcement by current president 
Mark A. Murray that he would leave at the 
end of the academic year to head Meijer Inc. 
"This is a job none of us anticipated doing 
again quite so soon," said Brooks. "We are 
very sorry to see Mark leave , but we do wish 
him well as he accepts his new challenge." 
Her first duties were to establish a Presidential 
Search Advisory Committee (PSAC). Four 
trustees will be members of the PSAC: 
Brooks, Jose A. Infante, Lucille S. Taylor and 
Kate Pew Wolters. The PSAC will also consist 
of six faculty members, two deans , three staff 
members , a representative from the Student 
Senate , Alumni Association and 
the general public. She also set 
six campus forums on the 
Allendale and Grand Rapids 
campuses to gather community 
input (see sidebars). 
The members of the PSC 
stressed that listening to the 
community will be a critical 
piece of choosing the universi-
ty 's fourth president in its 46-
year history. 
Photo courtesy of Dianne Carroll Photography 
Donna K. Brooks, chair of the Presidential Search Committee, 
speaks during a special board meeting on January 6. President 
Mark A. Murray is in the background. 
"Grand Valley's excellent cul-
ture of unity, purpose and col-
laboration , established by Don 
Lubbers, has continued to flour-
ish under Mark Murray's lead-
Presidential search 
open forums 
Tuesday, January 17 
11 :30 a.m.-1 p.m.: Kirkhof Center 
(Grand River Room) 
3:30-5 p.m.: Kirkhof Center (GRR) 
Wednesday, January 18 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.: DeVos Center 
(Loosemore Auditorium) 
3:30-5 p.m.: De Vos Center (Loosemore) 
February 20 
5-6:30 p.m.: DeVos Center (Loosemore) 
February 22 
5-6:30 p.m.: Kirkhof Center 
(Pere Marquette Room) 
ership," Brooks said. "This would not have 
been possible without the shared commitment 
of the students, faculty, staff, administration 
and community supporters to the overall mis-
sion and goals of the university." 
see 'Search' on page 3 
···--------------------------
Women's Center, city officials will celebrate leaders 
Seven Grand Rapids women will be honored 
by the mayor and city leaders for creating pos-
itive, sustainable changes in their Baxter and 
Garfield Park neighborhoods. 
The women will share their stories as mem-
bers of a panel discussion during an event 
sponsored by Lighthouse Communities' 
Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative and Grand 
Valley State University's Women's Center. The 
event is scheduled for Wednesday, January 18, 
from 6-8 p.m. in Loosemore Auditorium of the 
De Vos Center. Mayor George Heartwell will 
present diplomas to the women as they gradu-
ate from a year-long leadership program, 
sponsored by Lighthouse Communities. 
Two Grand Valley alumnae, who work for 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Americorps, coordinated the project. Kaytie 
Robinson , a 2004 graduate, said the initiative's 
goal is to "develop communities from the 
inside ." Robinson and Olivia Peters have been 
working in the neighborhoods for two years. 
By training these seven women leaders , 
Robinson said, Baxter and Garfield Park will 
continue to flourish. 
"We've worked on things like beautification, 
large-scale plantings and block parties," 
Robinson said. Other aspects of training cov-
ered fund development, media training, public 
speaking, using city resources and resolving 
conflicts. 
see 'Women' on page 3 
Photo courtesy of Kaytie Robinson 
Participants in the Healthy Neighborhoods 
Initiative discuss the upcoming panel discus-
sion. From left to right are Grand Rapids res-
idents Betty Gesselman, Cynthia Deans, 
Debra Wade and Marla Freeman. 
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Across Campus 
Johnson Center names 
distinguished professor 
facility administration and a doctoral degree in educational leadership and 
organization from the University of Illinois at Urbana. 
The Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Leadership at Grand Valley has named Robert F. Long as distinguished 
FAFSA form now online 
~.t'-.... 
professor of philanthropic studies. Long 
joins the staff while still holding his posi-
tion of vice president for programs in the 
Philanthropy and Volunteerism Program at 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in Battle 
Creek. 
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is now available 
online for the 2006-07 academic year. The application can be found at 
www.fafsa .ed.gov. 
. . -.-
• f • 
Grand Valley's priority filing date is February 15. The FAFSA is the best 
way to determine a student's eligibility for any need-based federal , state 
and GVSU financial aid programs. 
.. N· 
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Long is contributing his time to help the 
Johnson Center with a range of projects , 
including guest lecturing in the School of 
Public and Nonprofit Administration's 
courses and advising on the direction set-
ting and development efforts for the center. 
He will assist in strategic planning among 
Financial Aid staff members , in room 100 of the Student Services 
Building, are available to answer questions about the application and 
awarding process. Office hours are Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-6 p.m . and 
Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. The Financial Aid Web site is www.gvsu.edu/finan-
cialaid. 
Robert F. Long the center's main components including 'Today's Family' tapes on campus 
the Grantmaking School, Nonprofit Good 
Practice Guide, Community Research Institute, and Management and 
Leadership Support Services. 
"I am humbled by the opportunity to serve the university 's mission and 
excited about the chance to be a part of the wonderful team of faculty and 
staff of the School of Public and Nonprofit Administration and the 
Johnson Center," he said. "The appointment gives me a concrete way of 
fulfilling the Kellogg Foundation's mission of helping people help them-
selves through the practice application of knowledge and resources to 
improve their quality of life and that of future generations." 
Prior to joining the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Long served as McElroy 
Professor of Youth Leadership Studies at the University of Northern Iowa 
in Cedar Falls, and was also the director of the Division of Youth and 
Human Service Administration . He has served as an extension youth 
development specialist for the Cooperative Extension Service in Illinois 
and Nevada, and is a founding member of the International Society for 
Third-Sector Research. He received a master's degree in program and 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Chemistry student Jerry Fluellen was interviewed for a 'Today's Family' 
TV program on how to choose the right college. The segment on Grand 
Valley will air regionally sometime in the spring. 
FORUM 
Volume 30, Number 23 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in sess ion and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon . Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu . Telephone: 6 I 6-33 1-222 1. 
Fax: 616-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu .edu/forum . 
Other publications by the News and 
lnformation Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus news, 
visit Grand Valley 's online publication , 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu .edu . 
GRAND VALLEYli-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
fo r the uni versity community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine . 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
···----------------------------
GVFaces 
Bill Lucksted, operations manager 
for Pew Campus and Regional 
Centers 
As a 1985 graduate of GVSU, a former football 
player, and a current employee, Bill Lucksted has a 
long history with Grand Valley. 
"I wish I wou ld have started working here right out 
of college," he said. "I knew after the first few 
years working here that I would be here for as long 
as they would have me." 
After working for six years in the facilities depart-
ment in Allendale , Lucksted moved to the Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus in 2004. "I work with a lot 
of great people. We all have our jobs to do , and you 
can always count on calling someone to help you 
through it," he said. 
Though Lucksted didn 't plan to go to college, he 
earned a football scholarship to attend Grand Valley 
and studied corporate health . After graduating in 
1985 , he said , "I worked at a firm called Corporate 
Fitness Systems that opened up health systems for 
big companies ." While working at Corporate 
Fitness , Lucksted collaborated with Steelcase, 
Amway and other 
large companies. 
Still athletic , the 
physical aspects of 
facilities work appeal 
to him . "This job 
keeps me moving. 
I'm not in an office 
all the time," he said . 
Lucksted is also a 
devoted fan of the 
Laker football team . 
Bill Lucksted 
"You get to know the players and the coaches -
that's why I like Grand Valley football so much ," he 
said. 
After graduating , Lucksted signed a pro contract 
with the USFL Michigan Panthers. "I decided after 
a few days at training camp that I didn't want to 
play any longer," he said . 
In his free time, Lucksted attends hi s son 's and 
daughter's athletic events. He has been married to 
Kri sten (they met at Grand Valley) for 21 years. 
What's Ahead 
Grand Rapids Symphony 
Orchestra to perform 
on campus 
The Arts at Noon series presents a free concert 
by the Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra on 
Tuesday, January 17 , in the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre , Performing Arts Center. Bringing the 
symphony to campus has become a tradition. 
David Lockington will conduct the symphony 
as they perform works by Beethoven, Russell 
Peck, and the classic Music for the Theatre by 
American master Aaron Copland : The third 
piano concert by Beethoven will feature piano 
soloist Aviram Reichert, an artist-faculty at 
Grand Valley and winner of the bronze medal at 
the tenth annual Van Cliburn Piano Competition 
in 1997. The concert begins at noon and will 
last about one hour. 
VAGTC will look at Mexico 
trade 
Mexico is one of the top trading partners of the 
U.S., and the Van Andel Global Trade Center at 
Grand Valley State University is holding a con-
ference on January 19 to educate professionals 
about that relationship. 
The seminar will provide enterprises a wide 
range of information involving trade within and 
with Mexico with legal perspectives on a num-
ber of related topics - a must-attend for 
importers and exporters . 
Topics covered include principal laws related to 
business , foreign trade general rules, customs 
regimes, taxes and duties, NAFfA and many 
other topics of interest to importers and 
exporters. 
The presenter, Edmundo Elias-Fernandez, is a 
partner and licensed Mexico customs broker 
with the law firm Baker & McKenzie. 
Fernandez received his law degree from the 
Universidad Nacional Aut6noma de Mexico in 
1989 and master 's degree from the Universidad 
Panamericana in 1991 , concentrating in corpo-
rate, international finance , foreign trade and 
labor law. He is the co-author of the NAFTA 
Handbook and the customs chapter of the 
Mexican Tax guide. 
The program is Thursday, January 19, at the 
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences, 301 
Michigan NE, Grand Rapids . The cost is $175 
for members and $300 for non-members. 
Registration is from 7:30-8 a.m. , and the pro-
gram lasts from 8 a .m. to 2 p .m. 
For more information , visit www.vagtc.org or 
call x16811. 
Environmental seminar 
scheduled at AWRI 
The Annis Water Resources Institute environ-
mental seminars bring a variety of experts to 
speak to faculty, staff and the community the 
third Thursday of each month at Grand Valley's 
Lake Michigan Center in Muskegon. 
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This month , Don Scavia, director of Michigan 
Sea Grant School of Natural Resources & 
Environment , will speak on "Coastal 
Eutrophication: In search of simple forecasts" 
on Thursday, January 19, from 3-4 p.m . Call 
x13749 for more information. 
Art expert to speak about 
18th century works 
"Pots, Gems and Books: Sources for 18th 
Century Artists," will be presented Thursday, 
January 19, at Grand Valley by Nancy Ramage, 
from Ithaca College in New York, an expert on 
ancient and Italian Renaissance Art . 
Ramage has published extensively and is co-
author of Roman Art: Romulus to Constantine, 
which has been translated into German and 
French. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
the Arts in London and an Academic Trustee of 
the Archeological Institute of America. 
Her lecture, sponsored by the Classics and Art 
and Design departments and the Art Gallery, 
runs from 4-5 p.m. in the Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, in the Performing Arts 
Center. It will be followed by the opening 
reception from 5-7 p.m. of the exhibition 
"Echoes of the Ancient World: Adaptations of 
the Classical Tradition" in the Art Gallery. 
The exhibition runs through March 31. The Art 
Gallery is open Mondays through Fridays from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m ., with extended hours on 
Thursdays to 7 p .m. For more information call 
the gallery at x12564. 
···--------------------------
Women leaders will discuss Grand Rapids issues at panel discussion 
continued from page 1 
It 's coincidental that all seven are women , 
Robinson said , although most households in the 
Baxter neighborhood are headed by women. 
"There are men who are involved and are lead-
ers," Robinson said. "In fact, one of the men we 
asked to be involved wanted his wife to do it." 
participating in the program aided her leader-
ship skills. 
Jo Ann Wassenaar, assistant director of the 
Women's Center, said the Women 's Center will 
continue to support programs like Healthy 
Neighborhood. 
One of the seven leaders, Cynthia Deans, said 
"The whole program has really made me grow 
with helping my neighbors out, being a li sten-
ing ear, really working hard to keep my neigh-
borhood up ," she said. "This has been a learn-
ing experience. When I have more people 
encouraging me, it enables me to be strong and 
know that I can do this." 
"Collaboration is a core value that is key to the 
Women's Center success," she said. "The 
Healthy Neighborhood's program is an opportu-
nity to collaborate and support emerging 
women leaders in our community." 
Search committee named; open forums begin this week 
continued from page 1 Presidential Search Advisory Committee 
In addition, the board voted to have Patricia Oldt, vice president for 
Planning and Equity, serve as staff to the Presidential Search Committee 
and to give it authority to retain the services of an executive search firm 
or consultant to aid in the search for presidential candidates . Oldt also 
staffed the 2001 presidential search. 
"We think it's important for the Grand Valley community to be able to 
stay informed about the search and track the committee's progress," Oldt 
said. "Communication about this is critical and that 's why we established 
a comprehensive Web site that will continue to be updated with the latest 
information." 
The Web site is www.gvsu .edu/presidentialsearch. There will also be an 
icon on Grand Valley's homepage that will take viewers to the site. 
"Our Grand Valley team is stronger than ever," Brooks said. "We look for-
ward to finding another outstanding leader who will fit into this unique 
culture and whose vision will take our university to even greater heights." 
• Board members Donna K . 
Brooks, Jose A. Infante, Lucille S. 
Taylor and Kate Pew Wolters 
• Rob Franciosi, professor of 
English department, chair of 
University Academic Senate 
• Shirley Fleischmann, professor 
of engineering 
• Steve Goldberg, associate pro-
fessor of accounting 
• Shaily Menon, associate profes-
sor of biology 
• Linda Scott, associate professor 
of nursing 
• John Shinsky, associate professor 
of education 
• Fred Antczak, dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
• H. James Williams, dean of the 
Seidman College of Business 
• Jane James, Student Senate pres-
ident 
• Michelle Burke, Student 
Services 
• Karen Loth, University 
Development 
• Sandra Jennings, Athletics 
• Fred Davison, president of the 
GVSU Alumni Association 
• John Canepa of Crowe Chizek, 
community representative 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through March 31 
Art Exhibition: Echoes of the Ancient World: 
Adaptations of the Classical Tradition. Art 
Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for information. 
Mon., Jan. 16 
12 noon-I p.m.: Work Life Connections Brown 
Bag Lunch. Case Management and Long 
Distance Care Giving. 302C DEV. Call 
x12215 for registration information. 
1 :45 p.m.: Martin Luther King Jr. Silent March. 
March begins at Zumberge Library main 
entrance. Call x12177 for more information. 
2: 15-3 p.m.: MLK Celebration featuring the 
Voices of GVSU and Dr. Benjamin Carson. 
Arena, FH. Call x12177 for information. 
Tues., Jan. 17 
9 a.m.-12 noon: Human Resources Excellence 
Series . Getting to Know Your GVSU Better. 
204 KC. Call x12215 for registration infor-
mation. 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.: Presidential Search Open 
Forum. Grand River Room, KC. 
12 noon-I p.m.: Women Connecting Program. 
Common Bond: Hormones , presented by 
Gayla Jewell. 215/216 KC. Call xl2748 to 
register. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Grand Rapids 
Symphony Orchestra. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
3:30-5 p.m.: Presidential Search Open Forum. 
Grand River Room, KC. 
Wed., Jan. 18 
11 :30 a.m.-1 p.m.: Presidential Search Open 
Forum. Grand River Room , KC. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters . KC. Call 
x 12204 for more information. 
3:30-5 p.m.: Presidential Search Open Forum. 
Grand River Room, KC. 
Thur., Jan. 19 
12 noon-I p.m.: Work Life Connections Brown 
Bag Lunch . Case Management and Long 
Distance Care Giving. 104 KC. Call xl 2215 
for registration information . 
VENTS 
3-4 p.m.: AWRI Seminar. Coastal 
Eutrophication, presented by Don Scavia. 
Lake Michigan Center, Muskegon. Call 
xl3749 for more information. 
4:30-7 p.m.: Thursdays with U: Get Out of the 
Cold - Hawaiian Style. University Club 
Room, DEV. Call x13592 for more informa-
tion . 
Fri., Jan. 20 
2-4 p.m.: CLAS Winter Colloquium. 215/216 
KC . Call x12495 for more information. 
4:30-7 p.m.: UC!ub hosts Card Night. Meadows 
Restaurant. Call x13592 for more informa-
tion. 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters , 107E 
DEV. Call x 17337 for more information . 
Sports 
Fri., Jan. 20 
6 p.m.: Swimming and Diving hosts Calvin 
College. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Sketches 
Elena Lioubimtseva, assistant professor of 
geography and planning, was elected to serve on 
the organizing committee of the seventh annual 
conference of Central Eurasian Studies Society 
hosted by The University of Michigan . She also 
gave a presentation, "Possible Changes in the 
Carbon Budget of Arid and Semi-Arid Central 
Asia Inferred from Land Use/Land Cover 
Analyses During 1981-2001 ," at the Carbon 
Sequestration in Central Asia International 
Workshop . 
Don Uzarski , assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute , received a grant to 
develop manuals and guidance documents for 
the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality on wetland bioassessment. 
Charles Pazdernik , associate professor of 
Classics and currently a Fellow at Harvard 
University 's Center for Hellenic Studies in 
Washington, D.C. , gave a presentation , "Another 
Procopian Allusion: Wars 4.6.17-22 and 
Xenophon , Hellenica 4 .1.35-36," at the 137th 
Annual Meeting of the American Philological 
Association in Montreal , Canada. 
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, gave 
a presentation on his national advocacy efforts in 
Cabo San Lucas , Mexico, at the annual conven-
tion of the Shakespeare Theatre Association of 
America. Ellis worked with the National 
Endowment's "Shakespeare in American Cities" 
campaign to promote the performance of the 
Bard's work in North America. 
Rob Franciosi , professor of English, gave a 
presentation, "No Longer Bound By Broadway: 
Re-Staging The Wall ," at the Modern Language 
Association Convention in Washington, D.C. 
James Penn, assistant professor of geography 
and planning , gave a presentation, "Estudio del 
potencial e impactos de la agro-industria de! 
camu camu en las regiones de Loreto y 
Ucayali ," at the Instituto de Investigaciones de 
la Amazonia Peruana in Iquitos, Peru . 
WGVU-TV received four Millennium Awards 
for "Surviving Auschwitz ," "Defying Hitler," 
"High Gear 2005'' and "Coast Guard Festival 
Highlights 2005" and four Communicator 
Awards for "Surviving Auschwitz ," "Defying 
Hitler," "GVS Sports Report" and "Muskegon: 
Changing Images." 
George McBane, associate professor of chem-
istry, wrote an article , "A Hierarchical Family of 
Three Dimensional Potential Energy Surfaces 
for He-CO," published in the Journal of 
Chemical Physics. 
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute , wrote a book review 
on "Respiration in Aquatic Ecosystems," which 
was published in the Journal of Plankton 
Research. 
• •• 
